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is that it tends to emphasise class-distinctions and
to give the possessors of it a sense of undue
superiority. Now I am democratic enough to
maintain that I have no sense whatever of personal
superiority. I do not allow my possession of
property to give me a life of vacuous amusement,
for the simple reason that my work amuses me
far more than any other form of occupation. If
it is asked why I tend to live by preference among
what may be called my social equals, I reply that
the only people one is at ease with are the people
whose social traditions are the same as one's own,
for the simple reason that one does not then have
to think about social traditions at all. I do not
think my social traditions are better than the social
traditions of any other stratum of society, whether
it be described as above or below my own ; all I
would say is that they are different from the social
traditions of other strata, and I much prefer to
live without having to consider such matters at
all. The manners of the upper middle-class to
which scientifically I belong, are different from
the manners of the upper, lower-middle, and lower-
class, and I feel out of my element in the upper
class, just as I feel out of my element in the
lower class. Of course if I were perfectly simple-
minded and sincere, this would not be so ; but,
as it is, I am at ease with professional persons of
my own standing ; I understand their point-of-
view without any need of explanation ; in any